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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 
2023 of Brymbo Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the 
Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit 
(Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification], on the basis of my audit, 
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any 
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, 

efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents the 
Council’s receipts and payments and financial position for the year… 
• The Council has not maintained adequate accounting records.  Payments of clerk’s 

salary are not individually recorded and are undated. I am unable to conclude whether 
or not the clerk has been paid the correct salary for the year due to a poor audit trail 
between the contract of employment and gross salary paid for the year.The cashbook 
excluded a number of other payments made by the Council in the year   

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is inconsistent with the Council’s internal 
controls and governance arrangements for the year: or  
• Assertion 2: The Council has not followed its procedures for the approval of payments. 

My audit identified several payments that were made before Council approval.  

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of resources 
(Value for Money) 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Council has in place adequate arrangements to 
secure Value for Money:  
• I have not been able to establish whether or not the Council obtained the appropriate 

quotes or tenders for contracts exceeding the thresholds specified by the Council in its 
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  
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Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not 
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Approval of payments 

Our audit identified several payments made by the Council that did not comply with the 
Council’s proper processes. 10 out of 20 payments examined were only approved by the 
Council after the payment was made. In addition, we were unable to identify approval in the 
minutes for a further payment. 

Typographical error – total borrowing 

Line 13 Total borrowing for the 2022-23 accounts should state £61,922. We recommend that 
the Council checks the consistency and arithmetical accuracy of the accounting statement 
before it is approved.  

Clerk’s salary 

The clerk’s contract of employment stipulates that the clerk should be paid on a monthly 
basis. However, our audit identified that the clerk is paid quarterly. 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the clerk has been paid the correct salary for the 
year. There is a discrepancy of £44 between the gross salary paid and the salary per the 
contract of employment. 

We recommend that the Council reviews the calculation of the clerk’s salary on a monthly 
basis to ensure that the payments are made accurately and on a regular basis. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 02/12/2024 
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